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Introduction to the day 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story 
of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. 
In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. 
As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and 
calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
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We are in the season of Lent, which is a time of confession, reflection, and discernment 
in preparation for Holy Week and Easter. In the early church, Lent was a time for 
teaching and preparing new Christians who would then be baptized at the Easter Vigil. 
Sunday Holy Communion services during Lent often have the following practices to 
reflect the confessional nature of the season: 

 The Kyrie is sung or spoken. “Kyrie Eleison” in the Greek of which most of the 
New Testament was written means “Lord, have mercy.”  

 The Hymn of Praise (“Glory to God” or “This is the Feast”) is omitted until Easter Vigil. 
 The praise “Alleluia” is avoided in liturgy and hymns until Easter Vigil. 
 The Nicene Creed is used throughout the entire season of Lent.  
 The Post-Communion Hymn is optional but often omitted during Lent.  
 The color of the season is purple to reflect both the royalty and suffering of Jesus 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION (ELW & LBW – Ash Wednesday) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of 
heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most 
grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been 
true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected 
our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, 
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 
cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 
come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is invited to stand as able.  

GATHERING SONG – God, Whose Almighty Word (ELW #673) 
 

GREETING (ELW page 147; LBW page 78) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE: (W&P #81) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW page 28) 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with 
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is invited to be seated  

CHILDREN SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: 1st Samuel 16:1-13 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD 
said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall 
anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD 
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come 
to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” 
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now 
before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not 
see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And 
he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of 
these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The 
LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD 
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came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of 
light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to 
find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Assembly is invited to stand as able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW #517) 

 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 

The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
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9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it 
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is 
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but 
we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore 
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I 
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying 
to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
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  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see may 
see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were 
with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said 
to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Assembly is invited to sit  

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW #612) 
 
Assembly is invited to stand as able.  

NICENE CREED (LBW page 64) 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Adapted from Sundays & Seasons) 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 

After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW page 152; LBW page 86) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly is invited to remain standing. 

OFFERTORY: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am  (ELW #814) 
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OFFERING PRAYER (From Sundays and Seasons) 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You 
send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through  
gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, Who calls us to 
bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW page 152; LBW page 88) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) (LBW setting 2; ELW setting 4) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW page 133) 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Reveal 
yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With […] your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW page 154; LBW page 91) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (from Sundays & Seasons) 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) (LBW setting 2; ELW setting 4) 

 
 
Assembly is invited to sit.  

 
Assembly is invited to stand as able.  
After all have communed, the Presiding Minister may continue with this or similar words:    (LBW page 92) 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
Amen. 



 14

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (from Sundays & Seasons) 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING (Adapted from Sundays & Seasons) 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW #543) 
 
DISMISSAL (from ELW & LBW Ash Wednesday) 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
Music reprinted with permission granted under OneLicense.net #A712998 – Disciples of the Plains Lutheran Ministry or CCLI#11385232. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028531. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

 
LESSER FESTIVALS AND COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery 
in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry. 
Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there. 

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
Thursday, March 19, 2026 
Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know 
that he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both 
to God and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an 
adult. 
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Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 
Saturday, March 21, 2026 
Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the 
Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the 
Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his 
support of the Protestant Reformation. 
 

EMMANUEL & ZION PRAYER LIST 
Sick, injured, or grieving: The family of Lisa Merklein, Janet Conn, Jessica 
Gooder, Terry McCall, Eldon Preuss, Troy Blubaugh, Mindy Horner Lamont, and 
Baby Henry.  
Military - Jared Dillon, Jessica Kreller, Bryan Lenker, Anthony Swarts, Major 
Monica Riggs, Brady Sunley, Col. Lisa Mullinax, and Col. Mark Mullinax,  
Homebound or in care facilities: Jean Daniels, Sharon Krafft, Ehrhart Merklein, 
Dorothy Hanke, Norma Preuss, Ray & Donna Zillinger, Betty Zillinger, Wilma 
Beckman, and Connie Winter. 
 
TO ADD PRAYERS: If you wish to add someone to the printed prayer list, 
please confirm that the person consents to be on a public list. Then please email or 
call Janice Giedd at jgiedd@ruraltel.net or (785) 543-6705. Please make sure the 
person being added consents to being on a public prayer list. Names will remain on 
the list for six weeks unless otherwise notified. If you wish to have an emergency 
prayer request sent over text, please contact Pastor Lee Bennight: 
pastorleebennight@gmail.com (785) 302-1923 or Pastor Kathy at 
kbwhitneyrev@gmail.com or (785) 302-1876.  
 

FREE DEVOTIONAL RESOURCES 
 Augsburg Fortress Press publishes a weekly devotion that can be delivered to 

your email. This devotion is a reflection on the Sunday readings from the 
previous week. To sign up for these devotionals, go to the Augsburg Fortress 
website or directly to the signup page at 
https://go.augsburgfortress.org/augsburg-fortress-weekly-devotional 

 Augsburg Fortress Press also offers simple daily prayers geared towards 
parents with small children, teenagers, and adults that can be accessed from 
your smartphone. The resource is entitled “Unbridled Prayers.” These prayers 
can be shared in just a minute or two but are helpful in developing an 
individual or family prayer time. For instruction in downloading the app, go to 
https://unbridledprayers.app/help. 
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 Daily Lectio is a daily resource based upon the Revised Common Lectionary, 
which is the schedule of readings used for Sunday worship. But many do not 
realize that the Revised Common Lectionary is actually a daily resource. The 
Bible readings appointed for Monday through Wednesday reflect on the prior 
Sunday readings. The Bible readings appointed for Thursday through 
Saturday prepare us for the coming Sunday readings. A weekly prayer and 
psalm are also provided. These readings can be accessed through its website, 
delivered daily to your email account, or through an app for I-phones. To sign 
up or for more information, go to https://www.dailylectio.net. 

 
 

ZION CALENDAR 
Sunday, March 15 – Fourth Sunday in Lent (Year A) 

o 9:00 am – Zion Holy Communion Worship Service 
Wednesday, March 18 

o 6:00 pm – Midweek Lenten Worship at Zion 
o SPRING BREAK – NO CONFIRMATION 

Sunday, March 22 – Fifth Sunday in Lent (Year A) 
o 9:00 am – Zion Holy Communion Worship Service 

Wednesday, March 25 
o 2:00 pm – PCRC Worship 
o 6:00 pm – Midweek Lenten Worship at Zion 
o 7:00 pm – Confirmation Class 

Sunday, March 29 – Passion (Palm) Sunday (Year A) 
o 10:30 am – Combined Palm Sunday worship at Zion 
o After worship - Potluck 
o 2:00 pm – PCRC Holy Communion Worship 

Wednesday, April 1 
o 5:00 pm – Holy Communion Class at Emmanuel 

Thursday, April 2 – Maundy Thursday 
o 7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday worship at Emmanuel 

Friday, April 3 – Good Friday 
o 7:00 pm – Good Friday Worship at Zion  
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Saturday, April 4 – Holy Saturday 
o 8:00 pm – Easter Vigil at Zion 

Sunday, April 5 – The Resurrection of Our Lord (Year A) 
o 07:40 am – Sunrise Service at Zion Cemetery 
o 9:00 am – Easter Holy Communion Service at Zion 

Wednesday, April 8 
o 7:00 pm – Holy Communion Class at Emmanuel 

Thursday, April 9 
o 6:00 pm – Zion Church Council 

Sunday, April 12 – The Second Sunday of Easter (Year A) 
o 9:00 am – Holy Communion Service at Zion 

 
 ZION WORSHIP SERVERS 

 

TODAY 
Sunday (03/15/26) 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
(Year A) 

At 9:00 am 
 

Sunday (03/22/26) 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

(Year A) 
At 9:00 am 

 

Sunday (03/29/26) 
PASSION SUNDAY 

(Palm Sunday) 
(Year A) 

At 10:30 am 
 

Presiding Minister Pastor Lee Pastor Lee Pastor Lee 
Lector /Reader Christina Dettmer Marci Rust Sue Kipp 

Acolyte Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 
Musicians Jean Ann Wagner Jean Ann Wagner Jean Ann Wagner 

Sound System / Media Shellie Lare  Cesha Rust Dennis Keesee 
Greeters Brad & Shellie Lare Melvin & Grace Grau Keesee Family 
Ushers Janet McCall Steven Rust Dennis Keesee 

Altar Guild Pat & Marci Rust Pat & Marci Rust Pat & Marci Rust 

 
FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION 

First Communion class will be Wednesday, April 1, 2026, from 5 pm to 8 pm at 
Emmanuel. Any who are interested please contact Pastor Lee at Pastor Lee at (785) 
302-1923 or pastorleebennight@gmail.com.  
 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT ZION 
Zion needs volunteers for such administrative duties as formatting and coordinating 
worship bulletins, scheduling YouTube streams, updating Facebook, and 
coordinating the worship serve schedule. There will be training and if there is more 
than one volunteer, duties could be split. Signup sheet in the narthex or contact 
Dennis Keesee. 
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED 
The Central States Synod Assembly will be on Saturday, June 6, 2026, and will be 
via Zoom this year to save on expenses. There may be local gatherings with other 
congregations near us to participate as a group, or each delegate can participate 
individually via their computer or device. Each congregation needs two and we 
need to know soon. Please consider, especially if you have never been to an 
assembly before and contact Pastor Lee at (785) 302-1923. Thank you. 

 
 

FOOD ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
The Phillips County Food Pantry is available to residents of Phillips County. The 
only requirements are that a client states a need and lives in Phillips County. The 
Food Pantry is open on Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Call pantry director 
Benny Bennight at (928) 300-2314 for questions or to donate.  
 

PASTOR CONTACTS 
 Rev. Lee Bennight, (785) 302-1923, pastorleebennight@gmail.com 
 Rev. Kathy Whitney, (785) 302-1876, kbwhitneyrev@gmail.com 
 PMA Candidate Andrea Keesee, (785) 533-2723, akeesee@nex-tech.com 

 
HELPFUL WEBSITES 

 Zion website: www.zionlutheranchurchofphillipsburg.org 
 Parish website: www.disciplesoftheplains.com 
 Central States Synod: www.css-elca.org 
 

2026 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Name Phone Email Committee 

Shellie Lare 
(President) 

(785) 302-0827 shelllare@gmail.com  

Marci Rust 
(Vice President) 

(785) 543-8287 mlrust@ruraltel.net 
Worship & 

Music 
Christina Driggs 

(Secretary) 
(785) 533-1068 kujhawk9603@gmail.com 

Congregational 
Life 

Dennis Keesee 
(Treasurer) 

(785) 533-1040 dkeesee@nex-tech.com Trust Fund 

Carola Deshner (785) 533-1910 dcdeschner1@gmail.com 
Congregational 

Life 
Benny Bennight (928) 300-2314 bjbennight@gmail.com Property 
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FIFTH SUNDAY WORSHIP & POTLUCK ON PALM SUNDAY 

March 29, 2026, which is Passion (Palm) Sunday, is also a fifth Sunday when Zion 
and Emmanuel worship together. Worship will be at 10:30 am at Zion in 
Phillipsburg. We will have a combined potluck after worship. Bring whatever you 
want. If we get all desserts, we will just have to cope. 뇤눎눐눑눒눏  
 

GERMAN WORSHIP SERVICE AND CELEBRATION 
 Sunday, April 12 at 3:00 pm 
 Trinity Lutheran Church – 2703 Fort Street, Hays, Kansas 
 Service will include Holy Communion 
 Potluck and time for fellowship after. 
 Contact Pastor Brenda Roger for more information. (785) 445-9119 

 
 


